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OCTOBER  10,  1971 

LONNIE  A.  CARPENTER,  D.  D.,  Pastor 
MRS.  JACK  RAMSEY,  Director  of  Music 
MR.  RALPH  BOSTIAN,  Organist 


THE 

SERVICE  OF  PRAISE  AND  CELEBRATION 

SUNDAY  MORNING:  Eleven  o'clock   October  10,  1971 

PRELUDE :  ''Trumpet  Voluntary''   Purcell 

*THE  PROCESSIONAL  HYMN,  NO.  440  "God  of  our  fathers'*  Warren 
Trumpets:  Dr.  Clyde  Young,  Mike  Young,  Tim  Dagenhart 

*THE  SOLEMN  DECLARATION.  Amen 

•THE  PRAYER  OF  INVOCATION  (Unison) 

All  gracious  Father,  through  whose  strength  our  fathers  were  guided  to  this 
blessed  day  of  remembrance;  look  with  compassion,  we  beseech  thee,  on  us 
thy  children  gathered  in  the  peace  of Jthis  thy  house.  We  confess  before  thee 
our  shortcomings  and  our  sins.  We  have  not  loved  thee  with  our  whole  heart 
nor  our  neighbor  as  ourselves;  we  have  been  fearful  when  we  should  have 
had  faith;  we  have  been  selfish  when  we  should  have  been  generous;  we 
have  sought  the  things  of  this  world  more  than  the  imperishable  treasures  of 
thy  kingdom.  Call  us  back,  O  Lord  most  mighty;  spare  and  redeem  us,  that 
we  may  be  the  children  of  thy  covenant,  and  the  servants  of  thy  holy  will; 
through  thy  Son  the  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

.  THE  JUNIOR  AND  CHANCEL  CHOIRS  -  "Come  Sing"  Robert  Leaf 

THE  READING  OF  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES  Romans  12 

*THE  GLORIA  PATRI 

*THE  STATEMENT  OF  FAITH  FROM  THE  FRONT  OF  THE  HYMNAL 

*THE  CALL  TO  PRAYER  ^ 
M  —  The  Lord  be  with  you 
C  —  And  with  thy  spirit 
M  —  Let  us  pray 

•THE  MORNING  PRAYER  -  Responsive  Prayer  No.  21,  Page  549  of  The  Hymnal 
•THE  PRAYER  RESPONSE    "Hear  Our  Prayer,  O  Lord* 


THE  INFORMAL  MOMENTS 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR     "Open  Our  Eyes*'  Macfarlane 

THE  MOMENT  OF  SILENT  MEDITATION  AND  PRAYER 

THE  SERMON     "A  Vital  Church  for  These  Times"      Dr.  James  Lightbourne 
The  Conference  Minister,  Southern  Conference,  Burlington,  N.  C. 

THE  RECEIVING  OF  OUR  OFFERINGS 

THE  OFFERTORY    "Symphony  I"  Boyce 
*THE  OFFERTORY  RESPONSE     "We  give  Thee  but  Thine  own** 
*THE  DEDICATORY  PRAYER  -  The  Lord's  Prayer 
*THE  DOXOLOGY 

*THE  RECESSIONAL  HYMN  NO.  322     "The  Church's  one  Foundation" 
*THE  COMMISSION 
*THE  BENEDICTION 

*THE  SILENT  PRAYER  OF  DEDICATION  TO  RENEWED  SERVICE  IN 
HIS  KINGDOM 

THE  POSTLUDE:      "Trumpet  Tune'    Purcell 

•The  Congregation  will  please  stand 

EVERYONE  IS  CORDIALLY  INVITED  to  share  in  the  luncheon  in  the  fellow- 
ship hall  following  this  service. 

IT  IS  WITH  A  GENUINE  feeling  of  gratitude  that  we  welcome  all  of  you  who 
are  sharing  this  75th  Anniversary  with  us.  We  are  grateful  that  you  have  come, 
and  we  hope  that  it  will  be  an  enjoyable  experience  for  you. 

WE  EXPRESS  OUR  THANKS  to  Dr.  James  Lightbourne  for  serving  as  our  guest 
preacher  on  this  historic  occasion;  to  Dr.  Clyde  Young,  to  Mike  Young,  and  to 
Tim  Dagenhart  for  participating  through  their  music;  and  to  Mrs.  Harry  Ludwick 
for  serving  as  pianist. 

THE  ANNIVERSARY  COMMITTEE  consisted  of  Mrs.  Edwin  Alcorn,  Narvie 
Lee  Bonds,  Martin  L.  Shotzberger,  John  Robinson,  Jr.,  and  the  pastor. 


A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  FIRST  CHURCH 

Banks  J.  Peeler,  D.  D. 

THE  FIRST  SEVENTY-FIVE  YEARS 

BEGINNINGS 

The  First  United  Church  of  Christ,  Salisbury,  North  Carolina  was  founded 
June  28,  1896  as  Faith  Reformed  Church.  Organizing  officials,  representing  the 
Classis  of  North  Carolina,  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  were:  Drs. 
J.  M.  L.  Lyerly  and  J.  C.  Leonard.  Meeting  in  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Holshouser  located  in  Southeast  Salisbury,  beside  the  hosts,  were  Mrs.  John 
Odell,  Mrs.  Cora  Earnhart,  Dorsett  Holshouser,  D.  M.  Lefler  and  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
H.  C.  Corriher.  First  official  public  gatherings  were  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  but 
for  obvious  reasons  this  arrangement  was  unsatisfactory. 

Through  the  Board  of  Missions  a  lot  located  at  the  corner  of  Horah  and 
South  Church  Streets  was  purchased.  On  it  a  temporary  chapel  was  erected.  The 
first  church,  now  property  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  built  in  1897  and  1898, 
and  occupied  in  the  fall  of  1898. 

STRUGGLE 

Beginnings  were  slow,  but  encouraging.  Commissioned  by  the  Board  of 
Missions,  the  Rev.  William  H.  Stubblebein  arrived  on  the  field  November  1,  1896. 
He  served  the  band  of  struggling  workers  only  27  months.  Following  his  resigna- 
tion, the  Rev.  Gerney  Weber  arrived  in  the  parish  in  October  1899.  Eight  months 
later  he  was  stricken  with  Typhoid  fever  and  died.  Discouraged  by  the  loss  of 
their  popular  and  effective  young  minister,  and  depressed  by  an  "impossible" 
debt.  Dr.  Paul  Barringer  was  asked  to  serve  as  interim  pastor,  which  relationship 
continued  for  a  year. 

Licentiate  William  B.  Duttera,  a  man  excellently  equipped  with  qualities 
of  leadership  required  for  a  struggling  mission,  began  his  ministry  January  1, 
1901.  For  fourteen  years  the  church  thrived,  establishing  itself  with  good  property 
and  an  effective  church  membership.  Then,  developed  serious  internal  problems, 
resulting  in  the  withdrawal  of  approximately  one  half  of  the  congregation,  the 
greater  number  of  whom  followed  the  pastor  in  forming  a  new  Congregational 
Church. 


A  TURN  FOR  THE  BETTER 

It  is  a  long  road  that  has  no  turning.  With  help  from  the  Board  of  Missions, 
Rev.  C.  Columbus  Wagoner  became  the  fourth  pastor,  arriving  on  the  field  Jan- 
nary  1,  1916.  Mr.  Wagoner  conducted  a  ministry  of  healing,  counselling  the 
confused,  arbitrating  the  differences  and  reorganizing  the  parish.  By  the  time 
liis  ministry  ended,  August  1,  1922,  the  congregation  had  gained  its  equilibrium 
and  was  moving  steadily  ahead  again. 

Dr.  William  H.  Causey  served  the  congregation  only  eight  months,  before 
Dr.  Banks  J.  Peeler  began  his  ministry  of  eight  years  on  May  1,  1924.  This  turned 
out  to  be  a  period  of  happy  anticipation.  Catawba  College  was  in  the  process  of 
being  transferred  from  Newton,  North  Carolina  to  Salisbury  in  1925.  This  meant 
that  Salisbury,  the  church  in  particular,  would  be  focal  point  for  much  of  the 
conference  and  administrative  activity  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  North  Carol- 
ina. It  is  understandable,  therefore,  that  nervousness  prevailed  in  the  congrega- 
tion in  anticipation  of  its  new  role  of  responsibility.  However,  a  loyal  leadership 
cooperated  exceptionally  well  in  bringing  together  "town  and  gown"  in  the  com- 
mon cause,  in  spite  of  crowded  physical  conditions  and  inadequate  equipment. 
In  anticipation  of  better  facilities,  for  a  brief  period,  option  was  taken  on  pro- 
perty at  the  Northeast  corner  of  Innis  and  Ellis  Streets.  The  congregation,  then 
a  Mission,  went  to  self  support  October  1,  1928.  The  Miller  property  was  annex- 
ed January  27,  1929. 

Dr.  George  Taylor  Fitz  became  the  seventh  pastor  of  the  church,  beginning 
his  services  March  1,  1933.  In  effect  continuing  but  improving  the  main  policies 
which  had  been  established,  the  new  minister  involved  himself  in  community 
and  inter-church  affairs,  greatly  extending  the  influence  of  the  congregation  in 
Salisbury  as  well  as  in  the  affairs  of  the  synod.  His  resignation  was  effective 
March  31,  1945,  leaving  a  membership  of  393  people  who  were  ready  to  mater- 
ially move  forward. 

MATURITY 

For  more  than  thirty  years,  the  congregation  had  dreamed  of  providing 
adequate  equipment  with  which  to  better  serve  the  community  and  the  church. 
When  Rev.  Joshua  L.  Levens  arrived  in  the  parish  September  15,  1945,  it  marked 


the  beginning  of  a  period  of  exceptional  activity.  A  new  parsonage  on  West 
Bank  Street  was  prepared  for  him  shortly  after  his  arrival;  the  B.  V.  Hedrick 
property,  on  which  the  sanctuary  now  stands,  was  purchased  in  1947;  the  third 
parsonage  on  Monroe  Street  was  acquired  in  1950,  also  the  Murdock  estate  at 
the  Southwest  corner  of  Horah  and  Church  streets.  The  old  church  property 
was  sold  in  September  1954. 

Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held  for  the  new  church  building  Jan- 
uary 4,  1953,  and  construction  began  on  it  the  following  spring.  Laying  of  the 
cornerstone  took  place  October  4,  1954,  preceding  occupancy  of  the  sanctuary. 
It  was  a  climactic  experience  beginning  a  week  of  special  services  of  thanks- 
giving. When  Mr.  Levens  resigned  March  31,  1957,  the  church  membership 
numbered  454  and  property  values  in  the  range  of  $400,000. 

Dr.  Porter  Seiwell  continued  to  enrich  the  program  that  had  been  started, 
upon  his  arrival  in  the  parish  in  June  1957.  Sections  of  the  educational  annex 
were  finished,  largely  by  free  labor.  This  was  also  a  period  of  adjustment,  in- 
volving program  activities  and  management  of  the  heavy  financial  load  which 
had  been  incurred  through  building  operations.  Educational  facilities  were  com- 
pleted in  1959,  and  the  entire  church  building  was  dedicated  on  September  27th 
of  that  year.  On  that  occasion  the  pastor  remarked  to  the  congregation,  "Our 
physical  plant  is  complete.  It  is  beautiful;  it  is  practical.  Yet,  the  work  has  only 
begun.  Every  member  of  the  parish  must  labor  diligently  in  study,  in  prayer,  and 
devotion  to  His  high  calling  in  order  that  the  spiritual  quality  of  our  church  sur- 
pass its  physical  beauty." 

When  Dr.  Lonnie  A.  Carpenter  came  to  the  parish  on  August  30,  1960, 
the  congregation  faced  the  spectacle  of  a  "changing  community."  Church-life  was 
no  different.  To  meet  the  needs  of  a  growing  college  constituency  and  liberalizing 
tendencies  in  a  relatively  static  community,  required  patience  and  wisdom  with 
which  fortunately  he  was  endowed.  Debts  have  been  methodically  paid;  desir- 
able additions  have  been  made  to  the  equipment;  the  Deweese  property  was 
acquired  in  1963;  additional  new  chancel  equipment  was  installed  in  1966  and 
1968;  and  the  fourth  parsonage  on  South  Jackson  Street  was  purchased  in  1966. 
Perhaps  the  most  satisfying  attainment  in  recent  years  was  the  note-burning 
ceremony  which  occurred  June  15,  1969,  completely  clearing  away  the  original 


debt  on  the  new  church.  These  developments  opened  the  way  for  a  much  needed 
enlarged  church  staff;  therefore,  on  February  17,  1969  Mrs.  Donald  Selby  became 
the  first  full-time  secretary,  and  on  September  7,  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Larry 
Bolick  became  a  part-time  Youth  Director. 

A  story  of  First  Church  activities  would  be  incomplete  without  at  least 
a  brief  reference  to  the  agencies  that  have  through  the  years  enriched  the  life  of 
the  congregation.  Almost  from  the  beginning  the  influence  of  women,  as  an 
educational  and  promotional  agency,  has  been  felt.  At  first  their  effort  took  the 
form  of  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  organized  in  1902;  later  named  The 
Women's  Guild  and  more  recently  appearing  in  the  form  of  Lay  Life  and  Work. 
Effective  among  men  has  been  the  Organized  Bible  Class,  then  The  Church- 
man's Brotherhood,  later  The  Churchman's  Fellowship  and  in  broader  terms  The 
Laity.  Two  youth  organizations  have  contributed  much  to  the  training  of  young 
people,  -  The  Christian  Endeavor  and  the  Girl's  Guild.  These  movements  have 
successively  been  known  as  The  Youth  Fellowship  and  The  Youth  Ministry. 

First  Church  has  also  been  an  enriching  element  in  the  community  as  well 
as  in  the  denomination  of  which  it  is  a  part.  In  the  community  her  hand  has 
been  extended  in  all  matters  of  fratemalism,  across  denominational  lines,  cultural 
differences  and  racial  barriers.  In  the  denomination,  her  doors  have  been  open 
to  all  meetings,  often  forming  the  focal  point  for  conferences  and  ecclesiastical 
gatherings.  The  congregation  has  lived  through  two  mergers;  in  each  case  made 
decisive  contributions  in  cooperation,  goodwill,  and  positive  leadership.  Here  has 
been  "a  home  away  from  home"  for  hundreds  of  college  people.  Here  the 
Southern  Synod  and  the  Synodical  Women's  Guild  were  organized  in  the  "little 
church  on  the  corner."  Among  her  membership,  in  the  past  as  well  as  in  the 
present,  are  people  who  have  enriched  the  total  life  of  the  Denomination  by  their 
consecrated  use  of  time,  talent,  and  means. 

In  theology  the  background  is  conservative,  but  with  no  disposition  to 
close  the  door  to  truth  either  theoretical  or  practical.  A  casual  reading  of  the 
New  Constitution,  adopted  July  11,  1971,  reflects  a  healthy,  positive  outlook.  It 
speaks  well  in  anticipation  of  a  useful  second  seventy-five  years  of  effective  ser- 
vice in  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


WE  CORDIALLY  WELCOME  all  of  our  visitors, 
former  members,   and  other  friends  who  are 
worshipping  with  us  today  at  this  75th 
Anniversary  celebrationo     We  are  pleased  to 
have  you  here,   and  we  hope  this  will  be  a 
most  enjoyable  occasion  for  you*   If  there  is 
any  v/ay  that  we  can  make  your  visit  today 
more  meaningful  for  you  please  let  the  pastor, 
ushers,   or  any  other  of  our  members  know. 
THE  ANNIVERSARY  COMMITTEE,    responsible  for 
the  arrangements  of  this  service,   consists  of 
Narvie  Lee  Bonds,   Chairman?  Mrs«   Edwin  Alcorn? 
Martin  L,  Shotzberger,  Miss  Catherine  Whitener 
Jimmy  Lyerly?  John  Robinson,  Jr, ?  and  the 
pastor,     Mr.   Phil  Kirk  has  been  in  charge  of 
publicityo     To  all  of  these  we  are  grateful 
THE  ALTAR  FLOWERS  have  been  placed  in  honor 
of  MrSo  Co  Bo  Barringer  and  in  memory  of 
Mr,  Co  Bo  Barringer  and  Mary  Lee  Barringer  by 
Mr*  and  Mrs.   Stev/art  Cuthrell,  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
James  Clary  and  Jay. 

THE  FLOWERS  ON  THE  PIANO  have  been  placed  by 
Gardner  Holshouser  in  loving  m.emory  of  his 
Father  Iva  Ao  Holshouser  and  his  Grandparents 
Mro  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Monroe  Holshouser. 
THE  SENIOR  HIGH  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  is  asked  to 
meet  at  2  PoM.   in  the  Youth  Room  to  begin  work 
on  their  service  project  for  shut-ins  of  our 
congregation . 

OUR  CHURCH  WOMEN  will  have  handcraft  articles 
on  display  on  the  stage  in  the  fellowship  hall 
today.     These  articles  were  made  by  people  in 
countries  served  through  our  Church  V7orld 
Service  program.     They're  available  to  any 
who  might  desire  them. 


THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Association  will  be  held  at  First 
Churchy  High  Point  on  this  coming  Tuesday, 
October  12 «     Registration  will  begin  at  9:00 
and  the  program  will  begin  at  9s45o  Adjourn- 
ment is  at  4  PoMo     Delegates  from  our  congre- 
gation are  Mrs..  Edwin  Alcorn,   John  Robinson, 
Jr.,  and  the  pastorc     Alternates  are  Martin 
Shotzberger  and  Mrs,  D.  Dearborn, 
CONTRIBUTIONS  have  been  made  to  the  Organ  Fund 
in  mem^ory  of  Joanna  Carpenter  Newian  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Willard  Fisher,  Mr,  and  MrSo  Paul 
Bonds,  Mro  and  Mrs,   Sam  Horton  and  Family, 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.   Raymond  Jenkins » 
CONTRIBUTIONS  have  been  made  to  the  Joanna 
Carpenter  Newman  Memorial  Fund  by  Miss  Mabel 
Earnhardt  and  MrSo  M,   C.  Earnhardt,  Sr., 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marion  Richards,  Mro  and  Mrs, 
Robert  Rowland,  and  the  Harold  Isenberg 
Sunday  School  Class. 

A  GIFT  has  been  m.ade  to  the  Organ  Fund  in 
mem.ory  of  Mr,  Hill  Trexler  by  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Sam  Horton  and  Fam.ily. 

THE  ROWAN  DISTRICT  CHURCHMAN'S  FELLOWSHIP 
will  m.eet  in  the  Nazareth  Children's  Home 
dining  hall  on  October  28,   at  7  P,  M,  Cost 
for  the  meal  will  be  $1,75  each.     If  you  are 
planning  to  attend  please  give  your  name  to 
Robert  Morgan  before  October  21. 

MR.  TRUE  T,  LOEBLBIN  is  a  patient  at  Rowan 
Hospital  following  surgery  on  Wednesday.  Mrs. 
L,  M.  Yost  remains  a  patient  at  Rowan. 
Jeffrey  Cooper  is  also  a  patient  there  follov/- 
ing  a  snake  bite,     V7e  pray  for  all  of  these 
the  comfort  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
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